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ON U.S. DEFENSES 


Charge* MUaourian 
‘Didn’t Read Fite 
Print* in Gen. 
er'g Warning. 


By JAME* DEAXtN 1 
A Washington Cerreepoadeat ff 
the Post-Dispatch* 

WASHINGTON, Feb. tt-Sea* 
tors Stuart Symington (Dem,), 
Missouri, and Everett M, Dirk- 
sen (Rep.), Illinois, clashed 
again today on the adequacy of 
United States defenses. Syming- 
ton repeated his charge that the 
Administration is misleading the 
! people. 

Dirksen said Symington Ig- 
nored “the fine print” in quoting 
" Gen. Thomas Power, head of the 
Strategic Air Command, as say- 
ing that the Russians could de- 
stroy 95 per cent of this coun- 
try's retaliatory power under 
certain circumstances. 

The Senate Republican leader 
said that he had “very, very 
grave doubts” that the current 
charges and counter - charges 
over national security add to 
public confidence. He referred 
to a Symington speech last Fri- 
day, quoting Gen. Power as say- 
ing that the Soviets could wipe 
out 95 per cent of all United 
States retaliatory forces if they 
had 150 intercontinental ballistic 
missiles and 150 intermediate 
range missiles and ff S.A.C. were 
not put on continuous airborne 
alert. 

i “Now, that’s not all Gen. 

Power said,” Dirksen told the 
j Senate in a loud voice, “don*t 
\ escape the fine prtot/f- 
i He quoted Power as * saying 
, that this estimate was “a mathe- 
matical calculation.” Dirksee 
said also an Air Force spoke* j 
man had said that Power** view 
whs based “on a hypothetical set 
of circumstances.** 
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ready to be launched against the , wj smTth tonerteM tr^. tad “• 
United States was, la ratios. tonlc qo tha country,” * 

greater than the estimate of usertad. 
what they were expected to here . if there were iw» 
bated oa last year's Intelligence j | tbtojf 

‘“In fact, at mld-lMO, mid- • 

1961 and mld-19€2, the now «ti- j 
mates ef the Soviet ratio* in- 
ready-to-Iaunch capability aver- 
age between 30 per cent god 60 j 
per cent more than the esd* ' 
mates of Jjist year. ! 

“Baaed bn this year's figures, 
and this year's method of anal- 
ysis, the Soviets are expected to 
i‘h*va a capability greater than 
the 3 to I lead Secretary (Neil 
H.) McElroy forecast last year. 

“Therefore, the recent public 
statements and implications of 
1 this Administration on this mat- 
ter . . . were wrong/* 

Accordingly, Symington said, 

“I stated that the Administration 
was misleading the American 
people with respect to this vital 
matter. 
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